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Bio Rena Maycock and Feargal Harrington

Hi and welcome to Intro Matchmakind!et us give you a

quick rurdown on our company. We launched Intro in

2011 following on from a ricbareer in amateur

matchmaking. vine inspiration from an eligible

gentleman drinking alone in our logadired with the

success of our own personal introductioré  CS I NHI f Qa
brother gave us an idea to set up Intro Matchmaking.

Starting with just the one employee wkdng fom one office, we novihave 5 employees working 6

days from our suitef offices on Dawsonti®et in Dublin 2.

To date we haverganised over 3,000 introductions Nationwide with the Company growing by

almost 300% each year. We meet each client face te(fae travel the country}o that we can put
G23a3SGKSNI I LINPLISNI LINPFAE SP 2SS OKSO|l SOSNER2YySQa L
we also organiseeachdatgg S R2y Qi aAAYLIX & LI aa 2y LIK2yYyS ydzyo SN
of the introdwctions and call afterwards for feedback.

We are widely considered thmatchmaking experts in Ireland. Since 2042,have beennvited on
tow¢ 9Qa [ G&¢PpRESap KPEYEMEAMRKEN WANith Maia Dunphyand

The Morning Shovon TV3RS Yy I Kl & NB3Jdz F NI & | LIISHFNBR Fa | LIVYS
appearances include Tllehn Murray Show on RTEdRo 1, Dave Fanning (filling in for Tubridy) on
2FM and Down To Businesith BobbyKerr on Newstalk. &/ contribute regularly to talk shosvn
local stations around the country including Ocean FM, Limerick Live,38&dib Kernl,MFM,
SunshineRadio, Spin 1038ndWLR FMWehave featured in countless articles in the Sunday
Independent rish independent, Irish Times Saturdapdézine,The Suday TimesSunday Business
Post, Irish Examinelrish Daily Maillrish Daily Staiyish Daily MirrorThe Irish SurGazette
Newspapersywww.her.ie, www.joe.ie thejournal.ie,lrish Taker, Club Rugby Magaziaed Business
Pus magazine.

There are over 1 million single people in Ireland and our goal is to provide an accasdible
comprehensivenatchmakingservice for anyone that is prepared to invest the time in meeting the

right match. Wefeel that therereallyis someone for everyone. With our youngest member being 22

and our oldest at 79, you are never too young or too old to take the direct route to finding a suitable
match with Intro. We have pedp from many nationalitesaft (& 1LJSa 2F LINRFSaaizya
Administrators and Farmers to Pilots. We have people from all creedsalities; straight or gay

and marital status be they single/separated/divorcedvadowed.2 S R2y Qi GNEB G2 OKI y:
$S R2Yy Qi HheNd any Ray,linffadt &&éndourage everyone to be themselves on dates,

otherwise the match will fail in the long run. We are not life coaches or psychologists, we just

encourage honesty angpecialise in providing gable matches for ouclients based o what they

want or look for in a partner.

Rena and | were introduced by my brother Eoi2010.I proposed in Jun2013and wehave set a

date for our wedding inJune 2014l come from a sales background with 10 years as an estate agent
so | have spent decade dealing with customers making the largest and most important purchase of
their lives. It helped me develop a deep understanding of people, their motivations and what they


http://www.her.ie/
http://www.joe.ie/

want. This experience has been particularly relevant as we are now dealingmeven more
AYLRNIFYyG aLSOUDVR T LIS2 L) SQa f A@Sa

wSYy Il Qa ol Ofefialixdmy iBn sklié staliofis ard worked irelevision. SimilarlyRena

has a strong background in sales and customer ser@ite began matchmaking more than 10 years

a2 S AUK | KdzZa$S I Y 2bitiday ic@nsidezDparScalariybluchy Svigh3 Salis of
friendsmeeting their partner®n her birthdayand they are alhow married withkid® { 2%~ A T & 2 dzQ
single try and get an appointment with Rena on the'®af April!

Feargal Harrington
Director

Intro Matchmaking
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itudes, clothes clsn-m-dn

and manners all go

into the pot when

love guru Anne-

Marie Cussen sits. m"m

path o romance. . bei. shesars |
Her mission: to -

discover what makes -mun

you tick, what

‘you nervous and what ‘h:u-w--wu-m

an

‘potential partner. -n-unu-n?
Anne-Marie uses this

includes tips on everything. "m " she says.

from dating etiquette o

antitudes, style and physical mm-._

fitness, along with advice on

SR We found
— love, now
we ll do it
for you!

In celebration of Valentine's Day, three matchmakers
offer their tried and tested tips, writes
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This matchmaker doesn't
believe inlove at first sight,
says Joanna

Kiernan, and
rfyouresmgle.shewams

NENA
MAYCOCK

‘She's al for bringing back the slow set.
“Tmorky 3 but when I was 18.and I was.

oing to places, there were siow sets o it

‘wasrtthat dificult o meet somebody. The
‘opportunity was there and that's mssing

now” she says.

‘She favours dinner over drinks for a

first date. "It too easy to meet someone
foracoffee o a drink, take one look at the.

‘cover, quip down the cappuccin, say ot for
e’ and run after 15 minutes.”she explans.

‘She practises whtat she preaches and
has a

someone,
with the good or the bad”
Seewwwintraie

81 LIFE | Sunday Independent | 27 January 2013
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While Valentine’s Day is a chance for couples to celebrate, for singletons seeking a

soulmate it is a reminder of how cruel the dating game is, writes Quinlan
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Matchmaking of
Mr and Mr Right
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profile, finds a suitable match,
Gay men and women tUrn 0 fidcend il menter'on
r dates over six mont
ancient service once favoured by ey,
ind — neither party
lonely farmers to find partners, oo i e e
1 or their
reports Gabrielle Monaghan s
A quarter of the
1,000 members on
IRISH nce o
Lnown for a centuries-old in the bar scene or on dating or lesbian. The
of p::::nngwlm fwrh;”a:h‘t websites. The three believe agencywassetupin
elor farmers, are they have clpl\u!d a bur- 2011 by Har-
playing Cupid for gay men and ~ geoning market itional  rington and Rena
women, The trend matchmaking, especially for Maycock, who
same-sex singles seeking life- gay singletons. becamea couple them- )
soulmates tire of the brief  “Our gay friends thought it  selves aiter being intro-
encounters proffered on dating  was a great idea because a lot duced to each other by a
fiesniy of people have becnme ‘mutual friend, %
A new breed of matchmaker  disenchanted with bars or Intro goes to some lengths
has sprung up to cater for gay tmdmmaungmdndmnk to ensure the identity of a
men and women looking to work for them,” Denise member is protected, even
settle hul'ly Sheridan said. using one of their own names . vy
~ marry, mdudm; Elegan! Murphy meets new mem-  when lmokin; a restaurant for muvdu«d\q:aqu_;rym
Duo, leselmdmtch md bers and poses as many as 120 a iple’s date, because “noone  Labour Party is driving d l:‘}s
Intro, an introdu questions to determine their ~wants to broadcast that they islation toamend existing
for all sexual orientations :Im interests, hobbies, professions,  are usinga matchmaker”, that pmum:nyg.;r;im‘:e
prefe between ﬂ ms o 3
e m:::yu et ) e potential partver.  apps such as Grinds, which The Constitutional Convention
Naw inisers of same-sex  The company then drawsupa  uses GPS to enable  will discuss the muod_mnn of
speed-dating events, such as fhlzyi: men to munl.dy l:x'ale same-sex mlr_mv&em‘u:leek‘
ice, whid Scatt
‘month, ar “We have gay men from umnist and the presenter of
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algorithms to match potential one-night stands. Nobody on  25-year-old singleton bemoans

suitors, has started to alienate
those searching for romance
rather than a one-night stand,
nmdmg to Donna Freitas, an
ican professor and author
ofThend of Sex: How Hookup
Culture Is Leaving a Generation
Unhappy, Unfulfilled,
and About Intimacy.
Denise and Paul Sheridan, a
husband-and-wife team, set up
the Elegant Duo agency in Feb-
ruary, with their friend Louise
Murphy after gay friends com-

A LOT TRIED
ONLINE DATING
AND T DIDN'T

WORK

our books would dream of
on Grindr.
"When you're a wyur -old
#ay guy and you've been

smce you were 18, Gnmlr md
the bar and club scene can
‘become tedious. With us, it's
always going to be about long-
term relationships and, if the
time comes, marriage.”
While more than 2,000 gay
‘men and women have already
formalised their relationships

what he perceives to be a
dearth of romance in gay
dating.

“Some of the websites can be
very sex-driven and if there's
anyone who is a bit more
Tomantic nt heart, it can be
very dif to meet someone.
online," he nld "Any of the
relationship success stories 1
‘hear of among gay and straight
peopk have come from

eting thmup: a !nend. at
workoxm-

since civil was
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Finding love online is fast becoming the new normal

€ Y believe in online dating’, As we become more before. The last census also ‘While users of these sites ofeternal ture'but cl have intro-
Iwrote the American revealed that in the previous grapple with shame- ptions. There is alv
memoirist Augusten mdependent, we turn decade women started toout- lessly photoshopped pictures, one better out there, or so it on to get married as well as
Burroughs, “And you need frmn famﬂ tothe web number men in the State. They inaccurate vital and appears. In his 2003 book dealing with “one of the rich-
belief; an online dating profile Y tend to have a higher level of pushy first dates (a Donegal Liquid Love, Leeds-based est women in Ireland”,
is like a cross between a prayer £ helpusﬁndadate, ducation and d sociologist Zygmunt Bauman Maycock had her own dis-
and a letter to Santa.” ite' Dol “_y h the men they are looking for. what he called ‘lig-

Burroughs wrote those WITte'S Donal Lync! The internet has been a \Th A t t uid moderns' cannot commit  dating when some years ago
words in 2003 and in the 10 7 boon for older people who e In erne torelationships and have few she arrived m ; pub off
yua.rs since then the online us to bring people we would promise for helping adults exist on the fringes of the dat- h as been a ies. Grafton meet a man

market has exploded. ncvernﬂawincurhomnsmm form healthy and supportive ing market — Nuala O’Fao- ‘websites id online he was 61 tall
ln the US, is now sotheinter- romantic erships, and lain wrote of meeting her boon for 0|del’ pmmluwnlvethkpmblem and turned out to be only 5ft
the second most common way net has enabled us to leap those relationships are the American partner online but are problematic in that 8in. Maycock, who is 51t 10in,
of meeting a partner — after over Dbest of in Perhaps most people on the they tend to be driven by felt there had to be a better
meeting through friends — dating (geography, time,’ and physical health,” said the ngmﬂumtly of:,ll, there are Y advertising rather than sub-
and in Ireand thousands of father or mier perehed i studys authors. re divorced: v fringes of the scription fees. Thismeansthat Together with Feargal Har-
people have widened their hallway with a shotgun ple living in lrehnd than at A v their primary goal is to rington she founded Intro
search to include the web. The mouth: lap and a look that IT'S YOUR MONEY" any other point in the coun- dat]ng market increase traffic on the web- Matchm The dates
results have been mixed; from  says ‘no one is good enough for try’s history. Little wonder site, and to keep you coming organise are entirely ‘blind’
acrimony to matrimony the my child’), BUSINESS, PAGE 7 thatIreland is often described back for more, not to intro- — candidates do not even see
internet has up love ‘The explosion of the online as a “key market” for the in 2011, claiming, among other duce you to the man or aphotograph —and
and horror, Last summer it dating industry has come In Ireland, there are other, myriad online dating sites that chinls, that a peck on the ‘woman of your dreams. Some Harrington usually sug-
was reported that a Belfast about, according to a recent more specific factors in the ‘have gained a foothold here — llonaxe are disastrously difficult to gest dinner to start wif

man study by atthe growth of internet dating. 1,400 and that use and make ‘half-heart- “It's too nsy'n gulp down
aman from Oklahoma whom Unfvenltyumndnemmtbe ‘While once we could rely on most websites, wh(r.h offer her case was dlsm! '.h ed attempts to keep things a cappuccino,” Maycock says.
she had never met in person. US, because we now xegud family and social structures information on their mem- sites themselves have strug- local. Try calling It's Just “With dhmer there is a little

Th to help us find mates, we now  bership, claim a higher pro- gled against the stigma Luncl's Irish website and you bit more of an investment.
of tales of success and frustra- pleu “grossly inefficient”. have more omy in our portion of women than men around online dating. Many will be transferred to a voice- You have to get to know the
tion. allowed “The internet holds great romantic lives thln ever usethem. people — especially women ‘mail in Louisville, Kentucky; person a bit.”

— come to internet dating their Irish website says that a Both Merren and Maycock
( ™\ | with the same Il::x;dset that great place to meet people is  say that l:l:ﬂl! part of :hdr
> Gmmhc when he “baseball games”. process elping people to
’ Ba”ymena D en t a l C are ’ b hewumul:tlneverwun Perhapsumurpﬂalngiy.the temper their ons.
= tobeinaclub that would have inrecentyearshasbeen  “They can pick one or two
Dental treatment N the NOI"th someone like him as a mem- toward ‘offline’ internet dat- thinn that are absolutely
ber. “The ; one female ing, a modern throwback to important but you can't be
The practice How to get to our surgery online dater told me, “is that o Rena Mayeock, the country b
pide ks 0 mabe. e Dublin __ﬁmlm artificial. You are already one of the directors of the yom’lw:)bnblinbmedlm your fantasy list,” M
Lo P » e e S e oy M et b L2 basedonthe Dawson Street-based Intro cies — Maycock's Intro Match- L sounding a lot like a
w.— Duration of your Journey mnldng and David Merren's mother being realistic with
s X ;'e mﬁddﬁdunﬁ;mﬁ o s S s LR heir ited “I think this
shn it it's true they’ resources.
CROWNS rrom £300 IMPLANTS INCLUDING CROWN £1,200 selves by thinking like um clients. arearranged kind of dating is here to stay
All work is carried out by Irish laborataries "I’w had divorced people Sigmund Freud once without any direct contact thmw: Il': a fact of modern
‘crown work, implants, orthodontics, We sccept €uro e = = tell me they would neverwant ~ observed that infants wereas between daters at the initial
Please telephone Susan for unothermdlva':ced person lmmaéf;omwomuchu stages. Merren, somewhat
7 n because they think divorced too little choice. The online hopefully, refers to this type of www.topmatch.ie
38 Broughshane Street, Ballymena BT43 6EB Co,Antri ‘el: 048 2565 2144 (6 lines) Fa: people come with too much ~ dating world can appear like dating as ‘the new pub cul- www.introde
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The over-70s
are bringing
sexy back

0ld age or the loss of a life partner doesn’t mean
the end of desire. Joan Mitchell talks to elderly
people who want new intimate relationships

hy gent WLTM interesting, On call or meeting, Bryan ‘Women don't necessarily want
.n.. - ‘would e his carcer in the wwone to move in — they
R Navy and the Brituh army, ‘weekends away, trips 1o the
“D4 lady caring positive woman, and explain how he wanted restarane.
O et man | B e Gl R el | pubiebad e 3001, ialhibecd
man ..~ " sexual n 3
“Dublin 'NS/SD looking for 1 .7:nﬂ|n-n,b-n several devoted
man - poke i »
woman with a GSOM theatre and ncouraging sexuabty m old age. 3
restaurant o Intzo, who told me that people in wopie she kisows # wacomortle
their 70s date differeatly for many people. Fonda said she
those in their 40y or 50s. “People ook four years to write the book
‘more aware of and savoured the extensive
mortabty and because of tht are rescarch process, which mvolved
aware of wenior more upfrons about whiat they are Sntending numerous conferences
dating when | sarted looking for i someone,” she sid and interviewing
wor ‘with Bryan DD Segar. s over 60 are quite inch prychole ., screntists,
He is 74 and a real character. forthright about wanting 3 sexual ists, sex therapists and.
He told me, “1 think 1 wall relationship and will often physicists. Last year, Fonda
live to at Jeast 80, and 1 need & stipulate this. Some will have ried declared that at 74, she had never
woman in my life”. Bryan snd me had such a fulfilling sex hife.
wrote 4 informstive personal ~ T met with Michael who i 71
sdvers and placed i m + namonal eI with the He vae married for 39 years and
papes and i Jreand’ Oren. Beyan fier 3 Jong sliness his wfe pased
Do quiee & fow roplies bat how e woman from the ad. %Eﬂm
Fesponded to them was quite heard about 3
San e b i S 1 told her I want a matchmaking websice on
I'had coached him t not be (0o woman to love me, be called and made an
blunt on the phone and to take his > ement.
to mave things slowly i  new and I want a sexual 1 want » companion to do
'elnumhl?kﬂrmlﬁﬂmm l!llﬂ - with. | would love
morning, 1 spoke with the woman lonship someone to kiss and cuddie, but
from the advert buc msght, 1 1ol her ot 1o be oo intmate with.” he
1svant & worman to love e and |
‘want a sexval relationship”. the ‘club or the dance buddy, muwlhwm
1 was physically but he and not found the sexual open about relationsh: his
was unrelenting. think ‘desire in those age, he i be was more
sex is just for 205 or 3052 Sex s 0. confident and wouldn't waste
nntunlhﬁ-dll'l:mb" Mﬂm'ua;lgyu:‘m ame.
EOINE to meet 2 woman | want adinonally w “IF 1 feel chere s
£ kniow 1 3m 2 mormal man with about sex, whereas women will be crion 3¢ al, | would ask 3
no: P ‘on what they need womasn out on a second date. Last

Irish Times Saturday Magazine

DATING D00

Rena Maycock and Feargal Harrington (right)
metinabar when Rena went for a pint with an old
friend home from the US: Feargal was his cheeky
younger brother. They've been together since and
now live happily in Malahide with two Golden
Labs. That was August 2010. Just over a year later,
they started Intro Matchmaking, “Romance
exists,” says Maycock, “but sometimes you need to
take matters into your own hands.”

Introis an old-fashioned matchmaking service:
afteraninitial phone call, they'll interview a client,
and check driver’s licences and passports. They
don’tgive people each other’s photographs,
surnames or phone numbers and will only take on
people interested in long-term relationships.
Some clients have been given membership of
Intro as a present - they get calls from people
saying “will you sort out my sister”. Now that’s
true love. Seeintro.ie. Frances O'Rourke

BACK TO THE ICE AGE

For the hunter gatherer in
yourlife. .. this half-pint horn
beaker, handmade from an
organic source, is partof a
range justissued by The

cost o much. Ann goes to the
‘cinema by herself but theatre and

are more of an event and
she would like .
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what the man i like. ““The things |
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I'm cynical,
e ‘don't exist

Darcy just

longer interested in
Sarah Whelan (32) from meeting drunk guys in bars.
Wicklow, Client Account “Over the past few years,
Manager at Intro I've had a few relationships,
i Agency in but nothing serious.
Dublin, has been single for siz “Although online dating
worked for Bridget,

“Call me cynical, but I personally, I would never
don’t think there’s any such tryit.
thing as a Mark Darcy. “I'd prefer to meet

t Intro, we meet women someone the old-fashioned
all the time who are way through family or
searching for the ‘perfect’ gendl.whoelnvouehior

em.

“Unlike rom-coms “Nowadays, people are

has their mn'rledoldnr,aol
flaws, so a lot of the time, don’t feel any pressure to
it’s our job to ] ‘them settle down.
back: toearth. “mﬂymdmd«e

that ] Fielding friends is engaged, and

has killed off Mark Darcy, ‘eouldu'tbeh.pplerﬂurhu,
Bridget is going to have to bntl‘vesntpleuwum
face that reality too. friends too.

“There’s no doubt that “My ideal man would be
the dating has tall, genuine and have good
changed a lot since the book manners.
first came out in 1996. that our oldest

“In my teens and 20s, client is 79, at 32, I've

guys seemed so got pl of time to find

“As I've gotten older, I
suppose I've become more www.intro.ie
discerning, and am no

fnsh (~a

=
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With Christmas season upon us, R

we need to be able to get into

office, writes

party mode straight from the
Deirdre

“People are lonely, and they
don't want to be alone next
“A lot af our clients are

» ane of Ireland
| matchmakess,
Rena Mayoock

has to dash
e

But when whether
party

Herald

THE HERALD TUESDAY 17 DECEMBER 2013 13

NEWSE

TOP OF THE
L: Amy
Huhcrman
and (inset)
hubby Brian
O’Driscoll

By Eimear Rabbitte and Joanna Kiernan
SORRY Brian, it seems your

lrhhmn.euhof

hnonlyoneh\mkin(he(r
sights this their lucky
other

‘halves.
Irish golden couple Amy (34)
and Brian are looking forward to
their first wi

year that she has found love again
with new man, restaurateur
Padraig McLoughlin.

It will come as no surprise that
singer-songwriter and Voice of Ire-
land judge Bressie was voted the

Rosanna Davison took second
place with 14pc of the vote, while
RTE golden girl Kathryn Thomas
came third with nearly 12pc hop-
ing to plant a smacker on her.

man most ladies would like to get
under the mistletoe with nearly
39pc of the vote.

But they have a fight on their
hands to prize him away from his
glamorous, and let’! face it, equal-
ly handsome other half, top Irish

model Roz Purcell.
Separately, m Irish

agency

said it has been inun-
dated with requests for
gift vouchers, by well-

meaning family mem-
bers, hoping to give

their lonely-heart

¢ friends and family mem-
bers the gift of love this

Christmas.
“We have had a huge amount of
people buying vouchers as Christ-
mas presents this year,” Rena May-
cock of Intro Matchmaking told

the Herald.

hnews@herald.ie

Amy the Christmas cracker most
would like to kiss under mistletoe

POPULAR: Bressie

While the lovely ladies are
_\ top of the pops for most
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DECIDED to do a kit of
ket S fomy
own amatement T found
5 pa B pecpic

‘both men snd women — o
admutted toabaron 53

Al
"’"& “omeone and
e e seak ot deipite o

know?

our doge —
Some 40,000 hopefuls
Do JN

‘peaple
to find

go to Lisdoonvarna
‘each year to look
fortheir love

e
poes b to Sew e
A

mnch.

you have

Pt e £ E

foss backto. up two people
elieve will get on
Everone who signz up to our

. el
and that you

o peeson by

IF YOU’RE single and looking for love — or
Jjust some fun dates — the festive season is
the perfect time of year to get out and
about, meeting new people, or catching
up with old friends.

Intro Matchmaking was set up two years
ago by Rena Maycock and Feargal Har-
rington and they agree that romance is
definitely in the air at Christmas.

The following are their top five tips for
singletons to survive the season:

yes There is no bet-
ter time of year to go out there and social-
ise. Everyone Is in the mood for romance,
we are surrounded by mistletoe (don’t
loiter under it though — youw’ll look des-
\pernte) and twinkling fairy lights do won-

ders for the complexion. Fill up your cal-
endar — you never know when Mr or Ms
Right will stumble across your path.

W ALWAYS look your best: This tip is not
just for Christmas — keep the comfy
clothes for indoors. When you're leav-
ing the house you should dress like
you're going for lunch with your
ex. You will feel fantastic about
yourself knowing that you've
made an effort, that confi-
dence will shine through in the
'way you walk and talk and that
will attract members of the
opposite sex. Assume there’s
always someone paying atten-
tion — because there usually is.

‘Make a mateh: Tips for singletons during the party season

® IF YOU see someone you fancy,
approach them: if you spot a nice girl/guy
across a crowded bar, don’t just glance
and turn away nonchalantly. Look for the
signs that they are interested: hold eye

contact and if it lingers for longer
than five seconds then this s the
green light to make contact.
There is nothing more point-
less than staring at someone
all night and then walking out
at 3am having never had the
nerve to approach them.
M EXERCISE: During the festive
season you’ll be tucking into
assorted versions of five-course
meals before topping them all off

N

with mulled wines and Irish coffees.
Upping your game at the gym or pounding
the pavement a little more in December
will keep you feeling fit and healthy, allow-
ing you to enjoy all the parties and still fit
into your LBD/Armani three-plece.
W MAKE yourself available for dates: Now
that you're dressed to kill and looking fit
and happy, make yourself available for a
date. One of the biggest reasons that peo-
ple find it hard to meet anyone is that they
don’t carve out time in their busy sched-
ule. Life is short, it’s hard to meet the per-
fect match and they won’t fall into your
lap. Dating takes time and effort, but it’s
worth it when that hard work pays off...

V4

W VISIT intro.ie

c o
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6zive chemistry a bit
of a chance — and stog
watching rom-coms!

RENA MAYCOCK RUNS INTRO MATCHMAK-
ING AGENCY WITH PARTNER FEARGAL
HARRINGTON.

FEARGAL and | met mvoudgh his brother, an
old friend of mine, two and a half years ago,
so we know that introductions work!

Six months later, we set up Intro together.

Our research shows that eight out of ten
couples now meet through an introduction of
some form or another — whether it's
through a friend or work — rather than ran-
domly at the pub.

When people come to us, we encourage
them to be as detailed as possible about
what they're looking for in a partner.

If you're waiting for someone who ticks
every single box, though, you'll be waiting a
long time.

Not to be unromantic but the perfect man
or woman doesn’t exist.

It's better to make a list of deal-breakers

THE IRO CROWD . . Rena & Feargal
after th As my big-

— like whether or not you want to have

i — and be prep o pi
on the small stuff.

Looking back on past relationships can
he:r ou to decide which qualities you want
and don’t want in a partner.

In our experience, smoking is the number
one turn-off in a partner for both sexes.

Women are also put off by sfinginess,
while men are looking for women who look

a
gest tip is to give chemistry a chance to
develop — and stop watching rom-coms!

You might not fall madly in love with some-
one at first sight.

But if there's even a tiny bit of spark, go
on a second date. By the fourth date, you
might really like that person.”

OSEE intro.ie for more details about this

™ deh Sun b 2]l

Club Rugby Magazine

INTRO MATCHMAKING
AGENCY

Dating has changed in Ireland in the last 20 years. When there were
slow sets you knew there was » designated opportunity to make &
move on the person you'd been eyeing up all night. Now everyone
stands around looking beautiful, taking ourselves ever so seriousty
and nobody wants to make the first move and risk the agony of
rejection.

Online Dating has become very populat in Ireland in the last decade
with a raft of websites of ail different varities catering for very
different motives it seems. This is where Intro Matchrmaking comes in.

Owned and operated by Rena Maytock and Feargal Harrington, Intra

Is operating 2 years and now has 3 team of 6 emplayees. Intro was
propelled to lop of Lhe Introductions’ agency landscape atter the couple
appeared 0n the Late Late show earlier this year. Intro has an excetient
success rate with 1in 4 succeeding in developing a relationship through
an Intre introduction

"W started the agency after spotting an attractive, well-dressed guy in
his 40's at our lacal Gibrey's in Malahide, seermingly alone and hanging
out there to try and meet someone” says Maycock. "Dating is tough in
Ireland, it's haed to meet people in bars and for those that don't like the
exposure of caline dating. we are the best option for getting straight to
the point and meeting like-minded. suitable matches the easy way

ould't be

Hartington says the proce let “you just call us on
016777000 and arrange an appointment. You come along and meet us
at our offices on Dawson Streel, the appointment takes about 30 ta 40
minutes, You'l tell us who you are and what kind of person you'd like to
meet and then we'll get warking on arranging your sultable matches”

v Irefand is hard and loneliness can have a devastating mpact
v's emotional well-being. Social Media, speed-dating, singbes
and even Joining Tag Rugby or envolling in courses to try and
meet someone are af efforts peaple are gaing to-all with apparently
mited degrees of success

“IF's very difficul to maet that special someone 5o prople are turning
uctions agencies fike Intro ta cut cut the nonsense and tacget
the type of people that they want to meet”

INTERESTING FACTS

« Dur youngest member s 22 and our oldest Is 79 so you're never oo
young or oid to look for love!

T

umbes ane thing that men DON'T want in a partner is Bossines
e number one thing t women don't want is Meanness-of the
al variety... Smoking comes a very close second for both,

ess,

The top 2 qualities women want are Taller and Loy
imply cheating & an issue

which would

+ The top 2 quaities that men want are down to earth wormen that look
after themseives.

+ Roigion s fisted as an important criterion to only 3% of our members
while a fuither 4% class themselves as either Spiritual or Atheist.

+ 52% of qur members are single while 39% are separated o divorced
and 9% are widowed

war 2013 mOBBY 2

Expertsin the
Footsy Index

INTRO

INTRO Matchmaking Agen
) Divwson Street, Dublin 2

000 INfO@intro.ic www.intro.ic
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Date Discreetly With
Intro Matchmaking

here are scores of dating websites but

Rena Maycock believes there's room

for some old-fashioned hand-holding
o bring people together. Maycock (33),
formerly chief executive of regional radio
station iRadio, started Intro Matchmaking
with former estate agent Feargal
Harrington (29) in September 2011. Intro
styles itself as a private and confidential
introductions agency. “We meet all of our
clients and complete profiles based on who
that person is and what they are looking for
in a partner,” says Rena. “We then arrange
suitable dates based on the criteria given at
interview. Our youngest member is 21 and
our oldest is 79.”

She adds: “One benefit to starting a
business in an ailing economy is that there
is value to be had on pretty much all
overheads, including stationery, advertising,
rent and hardware. Our original capital
outlay was €20,000 and we are making a
profit after year one. Anything we earn is
being ploughed back into advertising.”

Malahide Gazette

Because startups grow with
good communications.

Business Plus

: Rena Maycocl

Intro Matchmaking tried to seek out
grant funding but found all doors shut, as
the firm doesn’t have an exportable service.
Maycock says that another struggle has
been finding staff. "We employ four people
and, at current growth rates, will need two
more staff by year’s end. | dread recruiting
again, as we found it very difficult last time
around. We placed three ads in the recruit-
ment sections of a national broadsheet and

this way — unlike oaline
doting services, it can

NOadgazyee.

ran ads on radio job spots, but received only
four suitable applications,” she says.

The business is based on Dawson Street
in central Dublin. “Our landlord was very
reasonable and willing to negotiate on
rent,” says Maycock. “A lot of places we
viewed were nowhere near the standard we
now have and were looking for ridiculous
rents. We pretty much operate our entire
business from our iPhones. We sync our
calendars and email, so that we can all see
the same information.”

Now that Christmas

advises all singietons to
about themselves Italso  attend all of the social
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Relationships

GETTING BACK
ON THE
DREADED

Rena Maycock of Intro Matchmaking
discusses how to look for love (and why
all avenues will not work for everyone)

fena Maycoek

e've all read articles
and listened passively
to our friends spouting
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JOE goes dating with Intro.ie: The third

date
today at 1:02 pm

One brave JOE is on the quest for love through online dating with a
difference, with the help of the good folks at Intro.ie

Lastweek | went on a date with Emma, who ticked almost all the boxes on
my preference list We got on like a house on fire, but | wanted to give the
process a full run through so | decided to go for the third of my five dates to
see what it was like.

This time, the guys and girls at Infro.ie set me up with Melissa, who was a
perfect match on paper, she was even blonde!

Melissa was a really lovely girl, and we had plenty in common, butif 'm
honest, | couldnt stop thinking about how great Emma was and spent the
whole time comparing Melissa to her.
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Dating agency plays Cupid for 1,500
couples who hit it off
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Feargal Harrington and Rena Maycock are engaged to marry, and they\ve dedicated their careers
to pairing up new Irish couples.
GERALDINE GITTENS - 14 NOVEMBER 201)

Irish dating agency Intro Matchmaking has just reached a milestone. It has
paired up 3,000 people - that's 1,500 couples
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Blog: Tricky business of dating simplified with
a few tips

Dating agency plays Cupid for
1,500 couples who hit it off

‘In the interest of providing a
public service to the women
of Ireland, I'm going to talk...

» More than 40,000 apply
for one-way ticket to Mars
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